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SWITZERLAND. 

By  Consal  General  Francis  B.  Keene,  Zurich,  April  21. 

Although  prevailing  restrictions  prevented  the  normal  develop- 
ment of  the  trade  of  Switzerland  in  1916,  the  countr}^  has  been 
organized  so  efficiently  to  meet  war  conditions  that  its  manufacturing 
industries  generally  had  maintained  or  increased  the  volume  of  pro- 
duction in  comparison  with  the  preceding  year.  The  noteworthy 
gain  of  18.59  per  cent  occurred  in  the  declared  exports  from  Switzer- 
land to  the  United  States,  the  total  invoices  certified  by  American 
consular  officers,  except  at  the  Lucerne  agency,  amounting  to  $23,- 
8-1:7,038  in  1916,  an  increase  of  $3,737,985  over  1915. 

Swiss  Trade  in  1916. 

Imports  of  foodstuffs,  live  stock,  fertilizer,  wood,  and  cotton  de- 
clined, and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  cotton  for  the  embroidery 
industry  at  St.  Gall  materially  reduced  the  product.  Other  Swiss 
factories  were  enabled  to  report  a  satisfactory  output  by  the  increased 
imports  of  raw  silks,  metals,  and  coal.  Exports  of  machinery  and 
textiles,  both  cotton  and  silk,  in  some  cases  surpassed  the  previous 
year's  figures.  Shipments  of  Portland  cement  increased  largely  dur- 
ing the  year. 

The  Swiss  watch  trade  was  satisfactory  during  1916,  figures  for  the 
first  six  months  showing  much  improvement  in  the  production  and 
evidence  of  a  gradual  return  to  normal  conditions.  The  policy  of  the 
Government  in  conser\dng  the  nation's  food  stocks  accounts  for  the 
smaller  shipments  of  cocoa  powder  and  chocolate  paste,  chocolate, 
condensed  milk,  and  cheese,  the  last  named  article  declining  to 
24,587,936  pounds  in  the  first  half  of  1916  as  compared  with  the 
exports  of  44,810,935  pounds  in  the  same  period  of  1915. 

Complete  statistics  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  S^vitzerland  for 
1916  are  not  available  at  present.  From  the  figures  covering  the 
previous  year,  however,  it  is  possible  to  depict  with  fair  accuracy 
the  present  condition  and  tendency  of  the  Swiss  import  and  export 
trade.  With  the  exception  of  foodstuffs  and  a  few^  staple  com- 
modities, the  country  is  obtaining  satisfactory  supplies  of  rnaterials, 
and  its  factories  are  in  continuous  operation.  In  some  districts,  par- 
ticularly Geneva,  several  new  industries  were  established  in  1916. 

Government  Regulation  of  Imports. 

The  most  characteristic  development  during  the  year  was  the 
gradual  substitution  of  governmental  organization  and  control  for 
the  activity  and  initiative  of  private  individuals.  Switzerland,  as  a 
small  inland  country,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  belligerent  nations, 
must  especially  suffer  from  the  commercial  warfare  between  the  two 
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groups  of  powers.     In  order  to  obtain  the  requisite  food  supplies 
and  fuel  and  the  raw  materials  for  Swiss  industries,  the  Federal. 
Government  <>-!iarantee.s  that,  with  certain  exceptions,  neither  such 
imports  nor  articles  manufactured  from  them  shall  be  exported  in 
any  form  to  a  countrj^  of  the  opposite  croup. 

For  these  imports  from  or  through  the  entente  countries  the 
guaranties  are  assumed  by  the  Societe  Suisse  de  Surveillance  Econo- 
mique  (Swiss  Import  Trust)  in  Berne,  to  which  all  such  consign- 
ments must  be  addressed  and  which  in  turn  protects  itself  by  requir- 
ing satisfactory  deposits  through  the  proper  import  syndicate,  one 
of  the  40  established  to  cover  the  various  articles  brought  in  through 
the  Import  Trust. 

As  a  counterpart  to  the  Import  Trust  were  established  as  means 
of  guaranteeing  the  imports  from  the  central  powers,  the  Treu- 
handstelle  Zurich  des  schweizerischen  Politischen  Departeraent, 
Baerengasse  18,  and  the  Centralstelle  fiir  die  Kohlenversorgimg  der 
Schweiz  in  Basel,  which  latter  office  controls  and  guarantees  the  con- 
sumption of  German  coal  and  fuels  in  Switzerland. 

Compensation  System  Limits  Exports. 

Although  the  import  agencies  have  also  indirect  control  of  Swiss 
exports,  during  the  war  foreign  shipments  must  also  be  subordinated 
to  considerations  of  national  economy  which  are  independent  of  the 
terms  or  conditions  placed  upon  Swiss  commerce  by  the  two  belliger- 
ent groups.  Thus  far  only  exports  have  been  affected  and  it  has  not 
yet  been  necessary  to  establish  import  embargoes.  The  interests  of 
the  Republic  i-equire  that  nothing  shall  be  exported  that  is  needed 
either  for  the  sustenance  of  the  people  or  for  the  operation  of  in- 
dustries, and  that  all  dispensable  exports  shall  be  available  as  com- 
pensation material  to  be  offered  in  exchange  for  products  that  are 
wanted  in  Switzerland,  but  the  exportation  of  Avhich  is  either  re- 
stricted or  forbidden  in  the  country  of  production.  An  important 
part  of  the  present  commerce  of  Switzerland  with  its  belligerent 
neighbors  is  by  way  of  compensation  and  the  embargoes  upon  many 
articles  are  not  so  much  absolute  but  rather  a  means  of  controlling 
the  exportation  of  compensation  material. 

National  Bank  Maintains  Discount  Rate — Foreigrn  Exchange. 

The  financial  report  of  the  Swiss  National  Bank  for  1915  com- 
pares very  favorably  with  those  for  other  years,  the  average  gold 
and  silver  reserve  having  been  $55 ,829 ,089,  as  compared  with 
$40,968,689  in  1914,  and  $37,364,800  in  1913. 

For  the  first  time  the  official  discount  rate  remained  unchanged 
during  the  entii-e  year,  and  as  this  rate  changed  seven  times  in  1914 
its  stability  during  1915  tended  greatly  to  improve  general  confi- 
dence. The  rate  for  the  whole  of  the  year,  which  will  probably  re- 
main unchanged  until  the  end  of  the  war,  was  4.50  per  cent,  against 
and  average  of  4.34  }3er  cent  in  1914  and  4.81  per  cent  in  1913.  This 
rate  was  also  lower  than  those  of  the  other  important  Eui'opean  na- 
tional banks.  The  private  discount  rate  decreased  from  4  per  cent 
at  the  beginning  of  1915  to  3^  per  cent  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
average  having  been  3.52  per  cent  as  compared  with  4.02  per  cent 
m  1914  and  4.52  per  cent  in  1913. 

Foreign  exchange  in  Switzerland  during  1915  presented  a  varied 
aspect.    At  first  the  French,  British,  and  American  rates  were  con- 
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denibly  above  pur,  ioachin«i-  their  niaxiiniiiu  late  in  February.  The 
wiss  Federal  Council  contracted  on  March  9,  1915.  a  loan  for 
L5,000,000  in  the  United  States  for  the  purchase  of  grain.     This 


siderablv 
Swiss 

$15,00l,  .       „. 

loan,  completely  covered  on  the  day  following  its  issue,  helped  to 
bring  about  a  fall  in  the  ^\jnerican  rate  contemporaneous  with  simi- 
lar declines  in  the  exchange  of  England  and  France.  The  German, 
Austrian,  and  Italian  rates  also  fell  considerably;  that  of  Holland 
remained  comparatively  high.  The  following  table  gives  in  Swiss 
francs  the  par  value  and  the  average  values  of  the  principal  foreign 
units  of  exchange  for  1913,  1914,  and  1915 : 


Coimlrv. 


Austria 

England 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands.. 
United  States 


Unit. 


100  crowns . . . . 
Pound  sterling 

100  francs 

100  marks 

100  lire 

100  gulden 

Dollar 


Par 
value. 


Fra  ncs. 
105.01 
25.22 
100.00 
123.46 
100.00 
208.32 
5.18 


Average  value. 


1913 


Fra7u:s. 
104. 79 

2.5. 31  i 
100. 25 
123.67 

98.47 
208. 71 
5.19i 


Francs. 
100.11 
25. 26i 
100. 39" 
120.34 
98.79 
209.33 
5.161 


1915 


Francs. 
80.39 
25. 38J 
95. 95 

109.27 
88. 14 

216. 04 
5.33-i»5 


According  to  the  above  quotations  the  average  for  Swiss  exchange 
in  these  coimtries  was  0.084:  per  cent  above  par  in  1913,  1.101  per  cent 
in  1914,  and  6.224  per  cent  in  1915. 

The  total  clearings  of  the  six  Swiss  bank  clearing  houses  located 
at  Basel,  Berne,  Geneva,  Lausanne,  St.  Gall,  and  Zurich  decreased 
from  $1,056,096,000  in  1913  and  $800,371,000  in  1914  to  $757,332,000 
in  1915. 

Public  and  Private  Bond  Issues. 

Money  was  generally  plentiful  for  short-t«rm  investments,  be- 
cause large  sums  heretofore  occupied  in  the  promotion  of  industry 
and  commerce  were  idle  and  placed  so  as  to  be  available  if  trade 
conditions  should  improve. 

To  the  following  table,  published  in  the  Swiss  Bulletin  of  Com- 
merce and  Industry,  giving  the  number  and  par  value  of  the  various 
Government  and  private  issues  of  strictly  Swiss  bonds  during  1914 
and  1915,  the  figures  for  1913  have  been  added  for  comparison : 


Issues. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

No. 

Par  value. 

No. 

Par  value. 

No. 

Par  value. 

1 
9 
15 

$6,079,500 
12,159,000 
9,145,884 

2 
5 
9 
1 
9 
7 
28 

$15,440,000 
10,808,000 
5, 616, 300 
11,580,000 
1,019,040 
8,395,500 
10,438,019 

2 
10 
19 

$33,775,000 
18,335,000 

Cantonal  governments 

Federal  railways 

Other  railways  and  tramways. 
Banks  

6 
23 
26 

844,375 
24,125,000 
9,779,310 

2 
10 
23 

21,230 
18,142,000 
11,531,750 

Industrial  undertakings 

Total       

80 

62,133,069 
3,919,637 

61 

63,296,859 
18, 885, 050 

66 

92  768  152 

Conversions  and  reissues 

9,954,940 

Total  new  issues 

58,213,432 

44,411,809 

82,813,212 

The  statistics  for  1915  depict  more  accurately  the  transactions  in 
Swiss  securities,  because  comparatively  no  foreign  bonds  were  floated 
and  relatively  few  stocks  issued.     Some  Swiss  capital,  however,  was 
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invested  in  the  war  loans  of  neighboring  States,  the  comparatively 
low  exchange  being  an  added  inducement;  but  these  loans  are  said 
also  to  have  drained  indirectly  the  domestic  money  market,  because 
local  interests  were  obliged  to  repurchase  many  Swiss  securities  dis- 
posed of  by  foreign  holders  in  order  to  invest  the  proceeds  in  their 
respective  war  loans.  The  estimated  direct  and  indirect  drains  of 
foreign  Avar  loans  during  the  report  year  each  amounted  to  more 
than  $19,300,000. 

On  account  of  the  efforts  to  encourage  the  investment  of  Swiss 
capital  in  foreign  securities,  the  representatives  in  conference  of  the 
Federal  Economic  Department  and  of  the  Association  of  Swiss 
Bankers,  which  hitter  includes  all  the  larger  institutions  as  well  as 
the  cantonal  banks,  decided  that  the  welfare  of  the  public  and  of 
the  banks  demands  that  the  financial  resources  of  the  country  should 
remain  intact  and  available  for  the  maintenance  of  Switzerland's 
economic  system  during  the  war  and  for  its  further  development 
afterward. 

Large  Increase  in  Securities. 

Notable  in  the  1915  column  of  the  foregoing  table  is  the  practically 
complete  absence  of  the  issues  for  transportation  companies.  After 
the  hotels,  the  railways,  particularly  the  mountain  lines,  have  suf- 
fered most  from  the  war;  and  as  some  have  alread}^  ceased  paying 
interest  on  their  bonds,  legal  protection  will  doubtless  have  to  be 
provided.  Another  feature  was  the  almost  doubled  amounts  of  the 
Federal  and  Cantonal  Government  securities  when  compared  with 
the  abnormally  high  issues  of  1914.  These  include  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment loan  of  $15,000,000  contracted  in  the  United  States  and  the 
third  mobilization  loan  of  $19,300,000. 

The  industrial  securities  included  five  loans  by  textile  concerns,  five 
by  those  dealing  in  provisions  (with  $2,123,000  by  two  manufac- 
turers of  condensed  milk),  three  by  metal  and  machinery  firms,  two 
totaling  $3,860,000  by  electric  power  concerns,  two  by  shoe  manu- 
facturers, and  various  minor  loans. 

Financial  Operations  Satisfactory — Customs  and  Other  Receipts. 

Swiss  Government  revenues  in  1915  amounted  to  $14,981,886  and 
expenditures  to  $19,141,327,  a  deficit  of  $4,159,441.  These  figures, 
however,  do  not  inchide  $35,296,999  for  the  mobilization  of  the  Swiss 
Army  during  1915,  entered  in  the  capital  account  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  be  subsequently  amortized.  The  financial  result  for 
the  year  was  $4,639,145  more  favorable  than  the  budget  estimate, 
owing  principally  to  smaller  military  expenditures  than  were  pro- 
vided for,  a  smaller  postal  deficit,  and  a  surplus  in  the  telegraph  and 
telephone  service. 

The  fourth  neutrality  report  of  the  Federal  Council  indicates  the 
following  extraordinary  financial  operations  up  to  July  31,  1916: 
Expenditures  for  the  mobilization  of  the  Army,  $79,371,246;  invest- 
ments in  undertakings  for  supplying  the  civil  population,  $30,721,536; 
total,  $110,092,782,  met  by  mobilization  loans  of  $83,916,400  and 
issuing  $25,765,500  of  Treasury  notes,  aggregating  $109,681,900. 

The  customs  receipts  decreased  from  $12,560,519  in  1914  to 
$10,577,138  in  1915.  Revenues  of  the  telegraph  and  telephone  service 
declined  from  $4,499,621  in  1914  to  $4,222,528  in  1915 ;  expenditures 
were  $3,958,266  in  1914  and  $3,665,686  in  1915. 
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The  total  income  of  the  Swiss  Federal  Railways  decreased  from 
$35,11)9,340  in  11)14  to  $33,808,219  in  1915;  the  exiKMiditurcs,  exchi- 
sive  of  those  for  maintenance  of  way  and  tMHiipniciit,  were  $24.9."),S,.')(i7 
in  1914  and  $'23,17'2,-738  in  1915.  The  receipts  for  the  i)eriod  Jaii- 
uar.y-Jidy,  1910,  were  $25,320,911. 
Foreign  Commerce. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  total  foreii^ii  commerce 
of  Switzerland  during  the  years  1913,  1914,  and  1915 : 


Kora. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Imports: 

$370,421,364 
11,204,604 

$285,332,838 
6,212,683 

$324, 245, 839 
8,434,497 

Total 

381,625,968 

291,545,521 

332, 680, 336 

Exports: 

265, 645, 029 
6,541,086 

229, 069,  200 
1,565,383 

322, 320, 859 

551, 177 

Total                  

272, 286, 115 

230, 634, 583 

322,872,036 

Total  trade: 

636, 066, 394 
17, 845, 690 

514, 402, 039 
7, 778, 066 

646, 566, 699 

8, 985, 674 

653, 912, 084 

522, 180, 105 

655,552,373 

The  following  table  gives,  by  principal  countries,  the  value  of  the 
total  imports  and  exports  of  Switzerland  during  the  years  1914  and 
1915 : 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 


1914 


Exports  to. 


Germany 

Great  Britain 

United  States 

France 

Italy 

Austria-Hungary... 

Spain 

Arge.Htiiia 

Netherlands 

Russia 

Egypt 

Brazil 

British  India 

Belgium 

Japan 

Canada 

Australia 

Sweden 

Roumania 

Dutch  East  Indies. 

Denmarlc 

Algeria  and  Tunis.. 


$92,848,042 

14,702,949 

20,801,379 

42, 598, 235 

37,458,492 

19,859,957 

2, 842, 216 

4,703,836 

5,482,372 

10,331,528 

4,579  361 

3,270,637 

1,098,165 

3,831,008 

1,846,360 

2, 890, 746 

2,062,254 

293, 989 

1,111,757 

1,423,227 

367,888 

919, 148 


$80, 719, 234 

21,622,794 

62,615,947 

36,480,375 

49,940,794 

12,678,646 

6, 536, 202 

9, 552,  C83 

4, 454, 820 

1,628,035 

5;  523, 694 

4, 829,  .501 

3, 1R3, 706 

3, 225, 102 

3,785.288 

50,990 

1,291,965 

1,087,585 

063,939 

1,215,618 

296,287 

1,064,495 


$52,976,695 
45, 199,  .391 
23,.525,.''>21 
22,241,990 
15,986,327 
)  2, 964, 1.58 
4, 846, 946 
3,002,971 
2,040,827 
8, 009, 136 
1,020,(586 
1,683,911 
3, 385, 577 
3,296,111 
1,191,013 
5, 567, 6.58 
2,729.9.33 
1,809,685 
1,4.57,. 566 
1,440,524 
1,324,. 385 
911,733 


$88,262,493 

68,538,921 

20,082.344 

42, 555, 227 

17, 270,  ,885 

30, 218, 767 

6, 480,  (157 

3,184,610 

2,982,399 

5, 048, 178 

1,380,749 

1,085,974 

3,292,770 

1,905,770 

1,275,909 

5,009,870 

2,-806,705 

2,477,435 

2, 203,  .332 

1,426,  .580 

2, 076,. 395 

.    1,002,599 


An  important  feature  in  the  foregoing  table  is  the  proportionate 
increase  during  1915  in  the  total  commerce  with  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  these  countries  having  assumed  second  and  third  place, 
respectively.  Geographical  war  readjustments  are  evident.  In  1914 
Germany,  France,  Italy,  and  Austria-Hungary  furni.shed  07.50  per 
cent,  and  the  whole  of  Europe,  including  the  British  Isles.  81.81 
per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of  Switzerland;  in  1915  the  respective 
percentages  were  only  55.40  and  08.08,  the  share  of  the  United 
States  increasing  from  7.29  per  cent  to  19.31  per  cent,  and  of  North 
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and  South  America  combined  from  12.30  per  cent  to  24.42  per  cent. 
Swiss  exports  to  Germany,  France,  Italy,  and  Aiistria-Himgary,  and 
to  tlie  whole  of  Europe  increased  from  45.47  per  cent  and  76.94  per 
cent,  respectively,  of  the  total  in  1914  to  55.32  and  85.18  per  cent, 
respectively,  in  1915;  the  percentage  of  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  and  to  North  and  South  America  decreased  from  10.27  and 
16.05  to  6.42  and  10.18,  respectively. 

Details  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
imports  into  and  exports  from  Switzerland  during  1914  and  1915 : 


Articles. 


Aluminium  sulphate.. 

Barley 

Benzine 

Books,  magazines,  etc. 

Briquettes 

Butter,  fresh 

Cacao  beans 

Coal 


Tons. 


Cocoa  butter. 
Coffee,  raw. . . 
Coke. 


Copper  and  products. 
Corn 


Cotton: 

Cloth,  plain. 

Raw. .". 

Waste 

Yam 


Eggs , 

Gold  and  silver  coin 

Instruments  and  apparatus. 
Iron,  sheet,  galvanized,  etc.. 

Iron  and  steel,  raw 

Lard 

Leather 

Malt 


Oats 

Oils: 

Edible 

Lubricating. 

Petroleum. . 
Rice 


Silk: 

Artificial 

Fabrics 

Floss  (Schappe). 

Raw 

Ribbons 

Waste 

Silver  bullion 

Sugar. 


Tin,  bars 

Tobacco 

Vegetables 

Wheat..: 

Wine  in  barrels 

Wool,  raw 

Woolen  cloth,  bleached,  dyed,  etc. 


EXPORTS. 


Aluminum  and  products 

Aniline  colors 

Automobiles  and  motor  trucks. 

Boots  and  shoos 

Cake  and  confectionery 

Calcium  carbide 

Cheese 

Chocolate 


4,930 

18, 450 

13, 033 

•      3, 587 

1,054,693 

4,438 

11,110 

1, 870, 899 

2,243 

11,085 

497, 640 

10, 597 

85, 899 

2,723 

24, 217 

2,540 

2,789 

12, 523 

o  184, 8"24 

2,070 

22,855 

105, 162 

1,36S 

2,741 

52,125 

161,316 

9,478 

9,838 

44, 438 

11, 490 

277 

240 

121 

3,477 

104 

1,804 

66 

148, 324 

950 

11,150 

64, 983 

486, 008 

33,395,111 

4,576 

1,706 


8,235 

7,917 

C780 

1,250 

1,194 

39,629 

38, 787 

17,884 


Value. 


$116, 759 
740, 739 
835, 451 
2, 743, 809 
5, 487, 935 
2, 266, 452 
3, 036, 979 
10, 232, 104 
1,413,987 
2, 932,  834 
3,449,811 
3, 934, 384 
2, 945, 424 

2, 607, 380 
7, 642, 621 

295, 481 
2,922,364 
3, 332, 087 
6, 212, 683 
2, 723, 506 
2, 804, 762 
1, 789, 441 

367, 236 
3, 184, 992 
3,063,553 
5,610,315 

1,823,072 
465,3.54 

1, 400, 494 
724, 130 

612, 703 
2,001,660 

439, 858 
24, 305, 223 

941,356 
1, 480, 310 
1, 124, 982 
8, 268, 743 

048, 520 
2,814,543 
2, 332, 083 
22,906,614 
6, 743, 773 
2, 805, 634 
3,724,927 


2, 871, 547 

5, 123, 944 

2, 713,  885 

3, 906, 172 

501, 966 

1,511,963 

12, 799, 950 

10, 687, 438 


1915 


Tons. 


24, 871 

25, 367 

11,805 

3,411 

954, 822 

2,847 

19, 004 

2,060,197 

1,409 

14, 435 

649, 189 

10, 940 

124, 900 

4,844 

35,015 

7,033 

6,859 

51,314 

0  318,508 

1,528 

23, 299 

141,828 

4,251 

3,637 

29, 623 

109, 820 

11,921 
13,885 
36, 295 
20, 793 

1,224 

326 

503 

5,711 

159 

1,662 

68 

131,682 

1,477 

8,815 

31,  784 

531, 795 

b  28, 177,  456 

8,707 

1,2J4 


10,376 

5,293 

c  1,444 

1,635 

2,659 

61,0S1 

39, 388 

30, 058 


Value. 


o  Pounds. 


SI,  106, 450 
1, 332, 446 
1, 136, 802 
2,605,953 
5, 910, 836 
1,539,265 
6, 833, 737 

13.287,4.35 
1,109,856 
3, 610. 450 
4, 898;  049 
5, 103, 981 
5,248,699 

4,775,400 
12, 284, 272 
1,001,077 
7, 507, 138 
2, 012, 536 
8, 434, 497 
2,271,104 
3, 377, 708 
3,051,955 
1,258,090 
4, 070, 384 
2,794,014 
6, 035, 950 

2, 668, 263 
1, 244, 398 
2, 069, 207 
1, 3.51, 177 

2,016,339 
2, 807, 788 
2, 127, 120 

41, 867, 624 
1, 634, 930 
2, 037, 423 
1, 095, 030 
8, 183, 916 
1,1.37,843 
2, 598, 722 
1,516,120 

33, 985, 541 
0, 733, 737 
5,431,858 
3,995,671 


.  7,218,360 
5, 585, 736 
5, 503, 428 
5, 399. 328 
1,058,113 
2, 409, 528 
14, 068, 210' 
17,511,441 


t  Gallons. 


c  Number. 


SWITZERLAND. 


Articles. 


EXPORTS— continued. 


Condensed  milk 

Copper  and  products 

Cotton: 

Cloth- 
Bleached  ,  dyed ,  etc 

Plain 

Waste 

Yarn 

Embroideries 

Ferrosilicum 

Hides  and  skins 

Instruments  and  apparatus 

Iron,  wrought,  manufactures  of. 

Lumber,  pine 

Machinery 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics •, 

Silk: 

Artificial 

Dyed 

Fabrics 

Floss  (Schappe) 

Raw 

Ribbons 

Waste 

Straw  goods 

Watches ,  clocks ,  etc 

Woolen  yarns 

Woven  and  knit  goods , 


1914 


Tons. 


a  12, 


50, 036 
4,299 


2,047 

1,208 

5,387 

4,404 

8,261 

18, 261 

12,069 

1,881 

1,049 

12,223 

42,484 

212 

404 

440 

2,441 

1,212 

1,063 

805 

964 

1,000 

245, 641 

1,083 

850 


Value. 


Tons. 


$9, 161, 941 
1,321,064 


3,963,497 

1,270,651 

9.33, 829 

3,621,897 

30,  463, 273 

1,297,151 

4, 698, 997 

3,500,312 

799, 038 

195, 260 

76,  223,  433 

1,068,112 

810, 659 
3, 812, 709 

22, 282, 960 
5, 165, 283 
7, 215, 996 
9, 176, 420 
436,984 
2,196,751 

23,316,928 
1,803,219 
2, 967, 858 


48, 1,53 
8,729 


3, 265 
4, 634 

10, 124 

10, 277 
7,  968 

21,257 
7,335 
2,684 
3,046 
148,783 

49, 003 
233 

1,047 
394 

2,795 

1,634 

2,389 

1,092 

1,.391 

1,636 

0  16,057,011 

584 

995 


Value. 


$9,048,334 
7, 825, 543 


7,084,830 
5, 249, 392 
2,184,506 
8, 549, 896 

35,141,325 
1,946,387 
4,965,925 
3,425,955 
2, 764, 426 
2,942,328 

17,450,107 
1,543,691 

1,775,819 
3, 104, 124 

24, 779, 672 
6,632,375 

17, 330, 671 

11, 584, 157 
1, 037, 320 
3,063,231 

26,365,331 
1,418,992 
3, 713, 443 


a  Number. 


Imports  and  Exports  in  1915,  by  Principal  Countries. 

.  The  following  tcable  gives  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  Switzerland  during  1915  from  the  chief  countries  of 
origm  and  the  principal  articles  exported  from  Switzerland  to  the 
chief  countries  of  destination : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS 

Aluminium  sulphate: 

Germany 

France.! 

Barley: 

United  States 

Russia 

Spain 

Benzine: 

United  States 

Roumania 

Books,      magazines, 
etc. : 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

Briquettes: 

Germany 

Belgium 

Butter,  fresh: 

Italy 

France 

Netherlands 

Cacao  beans: 

Central  Africa 

Brazil 

Colombia 

British  India. 

Central  America. 
Coal: 

Germany 

Belgium 

Netherlands . . 

France 


Value. 


$1,059,319 
45, 949 

1,101,750 

83, 052 
71,813 

915, 777 
195, 878 


1,696,007 
673, 184 
170, 834 

5, 258, 275 
625, 648 

1,022,321 
392, 967 

74,977 

3,  .364, 298 

1,546,121 

709, 523 

398, 145 

322,  .503 

11,689,765 

1,423,878 

106, 2.56 

53,100 


Articles. 


IMPORTS— con. 

Cocoa  butter: 

Netherlands . 

Great  Britain 

Coffee,  raw: 

Brazil 

Central  America 

British  India . . . 

Dutch  East  In- 
dies   

Coke,  Germany 

Copper  and  products: 

United  States... 

France 

Germany 

Japan 

Italy 

Copper  bars: 

United  States... 

Japan 

Great  Britain. .. 

Copper  rods,  sheets, 
etc.: 

Germany 

France 

United  States... 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Copper  wire: 

United  States 

France 

Germany , 


Value. 


$1,035,252 
74,344 

2,959,118 
265,581 
196, 628 

114,207 
4, 826, 591 

2,338,434 
697, 063 
655,308 
425,383 
289,565 

547,711 
4Z3, 182 
155, 062 


1,914,637 

1, 187, 259 

740,942 

98, 191 

95, 434 

1,019,709 

323, 709 

77,079 


Articles. 


IMPORTS — con. 

Corn: 

Argentina 

United  States 

Cotton,  raw: 

United  States 

Egypt 

British  India 

Cotton  cloth,  plain: 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Cotton  waste: 

United  States 

Italy 

Cotton  yarn: 

Great  Britain 

Italy , 

Germany 

France 

Eggs: 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Bulgaria 

France 

Roumania 

Gold  and  silver  coin: 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium. ..". 

France 

Instruments  and  ap- 
paratus: 

Germany 


Value. 


$4, 645, 6&3 
541, 226 

6, 877, 228 
5,226,170 
1,808,744 

4, 646, 550 
99, 769 

537, 414 
378, 453 

6,082,626 
890,880 
229,740 
87,039 

842,505 
561,368 
174,052 
168,129 
76, 780 

5,592,789 

1,343,643 

636,092 

423,470 

54, 494 


1,651,097 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Articles. 


IMPORTS — con. 

Instruments  and  ap- 
paratus—con. 

Uni'cd  Slates 

Fralicc 

Great  Britain 

Iron,  sheet,  i^alvan- 
vanized.  etc.: 

Great  Britain 

Austria-Hungary 

Germany 

United  States 

Iron  and  steel,  raw: 

Germany 

Sweden 

Austriii-Hunsary 

Great  Britain 

Lard,  United  States.. 
Leather: 

United  States.... 

Germany 

France 

Great  l^ritain 

Argentina 

Malt: 

Great  Britain 

France 

Austria-Hungary. 

Germany 

United  States 

Oats: 

United  States 

Algeria  and  Tunis 

Spain 

Argentina 

Oils,  edible: 

France 

United  States 

Italy 

Oils,  lubricating: 

United  States 

France 

Petroleum: 

United  States 

Roumania 

Rice: 

British  India 

Spain 

Siam 

Italy 

China 

Silk,  artificial: 

Germany 

Italy 

Belgium 

France 

Aust  ria-H  ungary . 
Silk,  raw: 

Italy 

France 

Japan 

China 

Germany 

Silk  fabrics: 

France 

Germany 

Japan 

Italy 

Great  Britain 

Silk  floss  (Schappe): 

Italy 

France 

Germany 

Silk  ribbons: 

Germany 

France 

Silk  Waste: 

Italy 

France 

Spain 

Silver  bullion: 

France 

Great  Britain 


Value. 


$189, 09.3 
185,811 
150,327 


2, 606, 705 

1,502.360 

479,  «I 

97,380 

2,067,509 
575, 015 
297,967 
85,036 

1, 243, 556 

2,362,371 
899,250 
388, 055 

196. 405 

64. 896 

1,059,130 
752,611 
677, 010 
159, 184 
114,965 

5,225,717 

2, 247, 502 

323, 092 

231,887 

1,975,908 
432,810 
110, 479 

1,098,044 
116,418 

1,748,846 
310,645 

486, 121 
486, 121 
244,507 
59,615 
47, 660 

1,048.694 
252, 682 
251,772 
231.550 
183. 309 

16, 852, 038 

6,473,953 

3,1.'')S,425 

2,104.278 

607, 119 

1,258.207 
1,049,054 

215. 406 
160. 9G4 

83, 762 

1,353,264 
649, 773 
120, 450 

1,461,913 
160, 878 

1,191,224 
401,830 

99. 897 

910,831 
150, 731 


Articles. 


IMPORTS— con. 

Sugar: 

Austria-Hungary 

Germany 

Netherlands 

United  States 

France 

Tin,  bars: 

Dutch  East  In- 
dies  

Great  Britain 

France 

British  India 

Tobacco: 

United  States  — 

Dutch  East  In- 
dies  

Brazil 

Asiatic  Turkey... 

Austria-Hungary 
Vegetables,  fresh: 

France 

Italy 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Wheat: 

United  States 

Argentina 

Russia 

Wine  in  barrels: 

Spain 

Italy 

France 

Austria-Hungary 

Algeria  and  Tunis 
Wool,  raw: 

Argentina 

Australia 

France 

Spain 

Germany 

Woolen  cloth, 
bleached,  dyed, 
etc.: 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

France 

Austria-Hungary 

Netherlands 


EXPORTS. 

Aluminum  and  prod- 
ucts: 

Germany 

France 

Austria-Hungary 
Aniline  colors: 

Great  Britain 

United  States 

Italy 

France 

British  India 

Automobiles  and  mo- 
tor trucks: 

Germany 

France 

Great  )?ritain 

Austria-Hungary. 

Roumania 

Boots  and  shoes: 

France 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Austria-Himgary. 

Italy 

Cake  and  confection- 
ery: 

France 

Austria-Hungary. 

Germany 

Italy 


Value. 


$5, 881,. 574 

1, 759, 920 

307,310 

224,907 

110,878 


270,470 
180,030 
89,251 
56,378 

1,453,552 

459, 818 
161,854 
91,100 
88,341 

676,950 
355,928 
283. 797 
116,339 

32,256,632 
4,678,463 
1,229,455 

2,971,924 

2, 106, 358 

1,270,159 

197,680 

63, 426 

3,353,597 

1,234,613 

373,956 

293,854 

78,840 


2,440,740 

1,327,126 

326, 598 

73,417 

69, 519 


6,722,801 
189,063 
128, 313 

2,958,787 
819, 528 
741,577 
335,230 
118,021 


2, 102, 949 

1,956,936 

286,  .358 

263, 420 

203, 491 

1, 637, 496 

1,131,751 

968,609 

696, 518 

392, 782 


320,936 
261,368 
224,499 
90, 049 


Articles. 


EXPORTS— con. 

Calcium  carbide- 
Germany  

Belirium 

Netherlands. .  ... 
Cheese: 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary. 

France 

United  States.... 

Belgium 

Chocolate: 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France. 

Italy 

Austrian-Hungary. 
Conden.sed  milk: 

Great  Britain . . . . 

Austria-Hungary. 

France ". . 

British  India 

Spain 

Copper  and  prod- 
ucts: 

France 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Austria-Hungary. 

Italy 

Cotton  cloth, 
bleached, 
dyed,  etc.: 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Cotton  cloth,  plain: 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary. 

France 

Italy 

United  States 

Cotton  waste: 

Austria-Himgary 

Germany '.. 

Cotton  yarn: 

Germany 

Austria- Hungary 

France 

British  India 

Italy 

Embroideries: 

Great  Britain 

United  States 

Germany 

France.". 

Spain 

Ferrosilicum: 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary 
Hides  and  skins: 

Germany 

United  States 

France 

Austria-Hungary 

Italy 

Instruments  and  ap- 
paratus: 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

United  States 

Iron,  wrought,  man- 
ufactures of: 

France 

German}^ 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Austria-Hungary 


Value. 


$2,126,668 

1,611,266 

88, 947 

3, 725, 221 
3, 703. 281 
3,  OSS,  .S20 
3, 08S,  K20 
300, 267 

6, 224, 733 
3, 213, 505 
2, 030, 676 
1, 129, 860 
911,461 

3, 763, 161 
832,800 
813, 682 
611,862 
489, 795 


6,336,693 

2,621,691 

654, 535 

553, 309 

289,564 


2,630,838 
713, 958 
519,  734 
416,962 
337, 802 

3,834,282 

1,122,618 

907,222 

48,317 

38,838 

1,301,728 
831,887 

6, 145, 819 

1,729,203 

216,222 

144,205 

52, 723 

13,681,356 
7,548,750 
2, 132, 830 
2,023,370 
1,336,455 

1,703,741 
225,684 

4, 498, 896 

203,468 

139, 124 

54,941 

46, 649 


1,028,872 
590,098 
453,372 
292,603 
246,939 


1,401,441 
464, 349 
422, 748 
269,239 
118,318 


SWITZERLAND. 


Articles. 


EXPORTS — con. 

Lumber,  pine: 

France 

Italy 

Machinery: 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Austria-Hungary 

Great  Britain 

Perfumery  and  cos- 
metics: 

Great  Britain 

France 

Russia 

United  States 

Germany 

Silk,  artificial: 

United  States 

Austria-nimgary 

Italy 

Spain 

Germany 

Silk,  dyed: 

Germany..  J- 

Austria-Hungary 

Italy 

Great  Britain 

Portugal 


Value. 


$1,608,312 
1,311,702 

4,-189.055 
2,858,226 
2,271,245 
1,461,888 
1,403,587 


364, 371 
210,685 
187, 861 
162, 506 
115,578 

382, 169 
348, 897 
296,994 
287, 409 
252, 363 

1,942,435 

709, 978 

203,279 

60,362 

51,965 


Articles. 


EXPORTS — con. 

Silk,  raw: 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary 

Italy 

France 

Russia 

Silk  fabrics: 

Great  Britain 

Canada 

Austria-Hungary 

France 

United  States 

Silk  floss  (Schappe): 

Germany 

United  States 

Austria-Hungary 

Great  Britain 

France 

Silk  ribbons: 

Great  Britain 

Canada 

Australia 

United  States 

France 

Silk  waste: 

Germany 

Italy 


Value. 


$14,423,314 

2,  ()n8,'374 

1,438,916 

237,105 

01,336 

12,214,012 

2,610,203 

1,920,561 

980, 40i 

920,677 

2,708,098 

2,037,801 

1,313,473 

268,561 

174,215 

8, 287, 897 
760,879 
538.203 
398,978 
262, 156 

707, 352 
151, 607 


Articles. 


EXPORTS — con. 

Silk  waste — Con. 

Austria-Hungary 
France ' . 

Straw  goods: 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

United  States 

Austria-Hungary 

Watches,  clocks^  etc.: 

Great  Britam 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary 

Russia 

United  States 

Woolen  yarns: 

France 

Austria-Hungary 

Woven     and     knit 
goods: 

Great  Britain 

France 

United  States 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary 


Value. 


$96,024 
53,240 

843.299 
790,757 
353,381 
330,754 
303, 565 

6,407.146 
3, 292, 778 
2,998,711 
2,754,275 
2,230,873 

1,155,781 
52,664 


2,125,934 
395,924 
360,754 
260,331 


Imports  from  United  States. 

Following  are  the  values  of  the  principal  imports  from  the  United 
States  to  Switzerland  during  1914  and  1915 : 


Articles. 


1914 


1915 


Articles. 


1915 


Acetic  acid,  etc 

Agricultural  machinery 

Barley 

Benzine 

Boots  and  shoes 

Coffee  surrogates,  raw 

Copper  and  produe  t  s 

Copper  sulphate 

Corn 

Cotton 

Cotton  waste 

Flour 

Fruit,  dried 

Hides  and  skins 

Horses 

Iron  pipes 

Lard 

Leather 

Linen  yarn 

Logwood  extract 

Lumber,  pine 

Malt 

Meats,  cured 

Metal,  sheet,  galvanized,  etc. 

Molasses  and  sirup 

Motor    vehicles,    including 
cycles 


$33,  OSl 

142, 909 

398 

347,  768 

73, 475 


387, 763 
13, 201 
10, 925 
2, 890, 609 
23, 874 
2,169 
17,454 
10, 277 


295, 969 
296,058 


32, 768 
245, 874 


43,819 
17,078 
85,713 

101,047 


$363, 149 

43,247 

1, 101, 750 

915, 777 

51,763 

27,238 

2,338,434 

37,  722 

541,226  . 

6,877,228 

537, 414 

529, 139 

50, 132 

46,204 

294, 167 

38, 795 

1,243,556 

2,362,371 

35,126 

85, 576 

82, 676 

114,965 

96,963 

97,380 

212,041 

19,821 


Oatmeal,  groats,  etc 

Oats 

Oils: 

Edible 

Lubricating 

Petroleum 

Petroleum  residues 

Oleomargarine  and  food  tal- 
lows  

Paraffin  and  ceresin 

Sausage  casings  and  rennets 
Sewing  machines  and  parts. . 

Sugar 

Tin  sal t  s 

Tobacco,  raw 

Tools: 

Agricult  ural 

Machine 

Typewriters  and  cash  regis- 
ters   

Wheat 

Wool,  raw,  washed,  and  dyed 

Wool  slivers 

Woolen  cloth 

Zinc,  bars 


825, 175 
911, 751 

265, 968 
135, 580 
982, 798 


84,804 

9,686 

123,027 

34,069 


1,420,171 

42,290 
110,490 

237,212 

9,988,623 

111 


8,057 


$45,054 
5,225,717 

432, 810 

1,098,044 

1, 748, 846 

47, 785 

85,437 
101,557 
180,030 

SO, 189 
224, 907 

78, 512 
1,453,552 

41,713 
121,795 

16-1,488 
32,256,632 
20,381 
34,431 
81,836 
41,317 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMRRCE   REPORTS. 


Exports  to  United  States  for  Three  Years. 

The  following  table  shoAvs,  by  consular  districts,  the  value  of  the 
declared  exports  from  Switzerland  to  the  United  States  during  the 
l^ast  three  years: 


Consular  districts. 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Base'                                     

$4,286,491 

4,932,055 

593, 625 

$3,027,372 

4,634,374 

921, 336 

$5, 664, 944 

5, 345, 370 

1,190,044 

966, 667 

673,809 
9,092,273 
3,461,704 

212,398 

053,933 
8,394,699 
2,477,334 

350,949 

St.  Gall 

7, 495, 039 

3,178,969 

W 

Total              

23,252,355 

20,459,997 

23, 847, 033 

o  Agency  transferred  from  Vevey  to  Lausanne. 


b  Not  reported. 


Of  the  consular  districts  reporting  larger  exports  to  the  United 
States,  Basel  shows  the  greatest  gain,  amounting  to  $2,037,572,  made 
up  chiefly  of  dyestufFs,  drugs  and  chemicals,  Schappe  silk,  and 
watches.  From  Berne  the  increase  was  $711,023,  principall}'^  in 
watches,  parts,  and  watch  tools.  The  advance  from  Zurich,  $701,635, 
covers  about  a  dozen  commodities,  of  which  the  most  important  are 
various  kinds  of  silk,  machines,  and  hides.  Phonographs  and  parts 
are  the  largest  item  in  the  increase  from  Lausanne,  $312,734.  Dia- 
monds, jew^elry,  and  watches  helped  to  comprise  the  gain  of  $274,708 
from  Geneva. 

St.  Gall  was  the  only  consula^;e  to  report  a  decrease  in  declared 
exports  to  the  United  States,  the  reduced  output  of  its  embroidery 
factories  causing  the  decline  of  $899,660. 

Declared  Exports  from  Zurich. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  general  at  Zurich  (not  including  the  agency  at 
Lucerne)  for  the  United  States  and  the  Philippine  Islands  in  the 
past  two  years: 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Books  and  printed  matter. . . 

Cheese 

Chocolate 

Condensed  milk 

Cotton  goods: 

Cloth,  bleached 

Knitted  goods 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Gelatin 

Glue 

Hats,  straw 

Hides  and  sMns 

Instruments,  drawing,  etc. .. 

Machines 

Musical  instruments 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper,  drawing,  etc 

Perfumery,  substances  for. . . 

Sauces 

Silk,  all  silk: 

In  the  gum 

Piece  dyed,  weighted 

Piece  dyed,  not  weighted 

Yam  dyed,  weighted 

Yarn  dyed,  not  weighted 


1915 


$24, 402 

449,455 

15,628 

180, 648 

11,323 
15,582 
8,362 
30,096 
83,111 
45,117 
110,026 


45,790 
1,675 


5,385 
15, 161 

10, 576 

5, 974 

1,770 

11,858 

515,204 

43, 495 


1916 


$18, 674 

338, 125 

11,688 

304, 076 

242 
11.896 

163,561 

12, 182 

7,608 

52, 727 

309,716 
22,204 

104, 253 
14, 590 
44, 218 
30,244 
.36, 123 
19, 629 

1,421 


9, 612 
662,313 
25, 458 


Articles. 


TO  UNITEP  STATES— COntd- 

Silk,  artificial: 

Bolting  cloth 

Knitted  goods 

other 

Silk,  raw 

Straw,  for  hats 

Tinsel  wire  and  lames 

Watch  crystals 

Wire 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  articles 

Total 

TO  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

Cotton  goods 

Condensed  milk 

Locomotives  and  cars 

Silk  goods 

All  other  articles , 

Total 


1915 


$128, 819 
67,270 
17,709 
29, 940 

291, 130 

657 

10, 316 

15,844 

53,483 

231,528 


2,477,334 


336, 316 
32, 453 

179,606 
24,222 
31,809 


604,406 


$184,005 

127,020 

30,754 

124, 052 

298, 899 

43,058 

10,587 

15,342 

90,299 

54, 393 


3,178,%9 


210,706 
61,183 


14,268 
15, 518 


301,675 
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Federal  Trade  Measures. 

The  principal  decrees  of  the  Swiss  Federal  Council  during  1915 
which  affected  commerce  Avere  those  regidatins:  the  trade  in  and 
the  consumption  of  certain  foodstuffs.  On  January  9,  1915,  the 
Federal  monopoly  was  established  for  the  importation  and  sale, 
through  the  Federal  "War  Commissary  (Eidgvn'issisches  Oberkriegs- 
commissariat),  of  all  grain,  including  corn  and  milling  products, 
such  as  bran,  etc.,  and  composition  stock  feeds.  The  monopoly's 
fixed  prices  have  gradually  risen  since  December  31,  1915,  those  es- 
tablished by  decree  of  the  Federal  IVIilitary  Department  on  February 
23,  1917,  being  (per  100  Irilos)  as  follows:  AVheat  and  rye,  $10.81; 
oats  and  barley.  $8.11;  corn,  $7.72;  oat  flakes,  $17.37;  flour,  $12.59; 
bran,  $5.40. 

By  decrees  dated  December  13  and  15,  1915,  the  Federal  Council 
forbade  the  grinding  of  grain  into  any  but  whole-wheat  flour,  for 
which  an  official  standard  was  established.  The  production  of  white 
flour  and  groats  (farina)  was  forbidden,  and  the  stocks  were  con- 
fiscated by  the  Military  Department.  Later  the  production  of  a 
limited  quantity  of  groats  was  permitted. 

On  June  19, 1915,  were  established  for  alimentary  pastes  maximum 
prices  per  100  kilos  (220.4  pounds)  of  premier  quality,  $14.38;  and  of 
superior  quality,  $15.34.  On  November  30,  1915,  the  Federal  Council 
revoked  the  decree  of  May  8,  1914,  which  had  forbidden  the  sale  of 
artificially  colored  alimentary  pastes  from  Swiss  stocks,  and  per- 
mitted it  for  a  year,  providing  the  containers  were  plainly  marked. 
The  earlier  decree  also  provided  that  a  quantity  of  sesame  oil  should 
be  added  to  margarin  and  artificial!}''  colored  yellow  fats  for  cook- 
ing purposes ;  this  requirement  was  removed  by  the  later  decree. 

A  monopoly  providing  for  the  purchase,  importation,  and  sale 
through  the  Federal  War  Commissary  in  Berne  of  rice  and  its  milling 
products  was  established  by  the  Federal  Council  on  Octo]?er  2,  1915. 
The  Federal  Council  granted  on  July  27,  1915,  to  the  Association  of 
Swiss  Cheese  Export  Firms  (Genossenschaft  schweizerischer  Kiise- 
exportfirmen),  Bahnhofplatz  3,  Berne,  the  exclusive  right  to  issue 
permits  for  the  exportation  of  cheese.  In  order  to  assure  the  reser- 
vation of  sufficient  milk  at  a  moderate  price  for  general  consump- 
tion, the  Federal  Council  on  November  9,  1915,  authorized  the  Fed- 
eral Economics  Department  (Volkswirtschaftsdepartement)  to  dis- 
continue the  industrial  consumption  of  milk  in  certain  plants,  for 
the  products  of  which  there  existed  no  absolute  necessity. 
Export  Embargoes  Extended — ^Inventories  of  Supplies. 

In  order  also  to  conserve  for  home  consumption  the  stocks  of  in- 
dustrial materials  and  food  supplies  15  decrees  were  issued  extend- 
ing the  export  embargoes.  The  Federal  Council  on  March  26,  1915, 
made  export  permits  ^or  hides  and  skins  dependent  upon  the  assur- 
ance of  sufficient  quantities  for  the  domestic  tanneries.  This  decree 
provided  that  export  permits  should  be  granted  only  to  parties  who 
contributed  to  the  domestic  demand  and  then  only  for  such  classes 
of  hides  and  skins  as  were  not  tanned  in  Switzerland. 

On  August  27,  1915,  it  was  decreed  that  inventories  of  the  sup- 
plies of  various  articles  in  Switzerland  should  be  made  either  by 
the  Federal  Council,  aided  by  the  cantonal  districts,  municipal  gov- 
ernments, industrial  associations,  and  cooperative  societies^  or  by 
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iiiitliorizatioii  of  the  council  to  the  cantons  and  the  municipalities.  A 
conii)lctc.  inventory  of  the  supplies  of  raw  cotton  and  cotton  yarns 
and  thread  followed. 

ST.  GALL. 

By  Consul  AVilliain  J.  Pike. 

Unless  ai'ranoeuients  can  be  made  for  the  importation  of  sufficient 
materials  and  the  transportation  of  manufactured  products  the 
greatest  embroidery  industry  of  the  world,  employing  60,000  persons 
and  having-  a  lunmal  output  of  $45,000,000  annually,  will  be  seri- 
ously menaced,  if  not  brought  to  a  standstill. 

The  manufacture  of  embroideries  and  laces  is  the  dominating 
industry  of  the  St.  Gall  district.  Avhich  comprises  the  eastern  part 
of  Switzerland  and  has  a  population  of  600,000. 

Shipping  facilities  proving  better  than  expected,  the  exports  of 
embroideries  and  kindred  products  are  not  declining  so  mark- 
edly as  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  values  of  shipments  to  all 
countries  were  $42,000,000  in  1912,  $40,000,000  in  1913,  $30,000,000 
in  1914.  and  $35,000,000  in  1915.  Official  figures  for  1916  are  not 
available. 

Until  1913  the  United  States  received  the  largest  share  of  these 
exports,  but  since  that  year  the  United  Kingdom  has  taken  first  place, 
and  the  values  of  American  shipments  have  steadily  declined  from 
$13,000,000  in  1913  to  $9,000,000  in  1914,  $8,000,000  in  1915,  and  $7,- 
000,000  in  1916. 
Review  of  Embroidery  Industry — Materials  Scarce. 

During  the  past  year  the  chief  articles  of  mechanical  embroidery 
exported  were  trimmings  for  ladies'  underwear,  etc.  Robes  and 
allovers  declined;  handkerchiefs  and  collars  found  a  good  market, 
as  did  burned-out  and  tulle  embroideries.  The  Kettenstich  industry 
encountered  great  difficulties  in  obtaining  raw  material.  As  tulle  was 
requisitioned  by  the  allies  for  military  uses,  the  St.  Gall  market 
could  not  be  supplied  before  Aj)ril,  1917,  so  that  many  factories  were 
idle. 

The  American  demand  was  formerly  for  cheaper  articles,  but  re- 
cently interest  has  iD^en  shown  in  rich  designs,  and  if  this  continues 
to  increase  the  industry  will  be  invigorated.  In  England  the  sale  of 
fine  goods  is  prevented  by  the  curtailment  of  luxuries. 

Efforts  are  being  made  further  to  develop  the  Kettenstich  industry 
in  Switzerland.  Scarcity  of  material  for  embroidered  dotted  Swiss 
resulted  in  a  greater  demand  for  the  woven  article  and  helped  the 
local  manufacturers.  Another  advantage  was  the  ease  of  exporting 
and  in  filling  the  many  orders  the  amount  of  goods  carried  in  stock 
was  decreased. 

In  spite  of  difficulty  in  securing  the  necessary  yarn,  the  prices  paid 
not  only  met  the  higher  cost  of  the  spun  goods  but  also  permitted 
two  increases  of  wages,  each  10  per  cent  of  the  previous  scale. 
Makers  of  thread  offered  their  entire  output  to  the  embroidery  manu- 
factui-ers,  refusing  other  offers  and  thus  satisfying  the  entire  demand 
of  the  embroidery  industry  for  yarns.  The  continual  scarcit}''  of 
English  spun  goods  caused  a  more  extensive  use  of  Swiss  material, 
l^riced  so  high  that  the  thread  Avas  made  very  expensive.  English 
threads  for  1917  contracts  also  rose  in  price  in  connection  with  the 
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decreased  production  resulting  from  war  measures,  and  as  Egyptian 
cotton  has  become  more  inaccessible  the  outlook  for  the  1917  supply 
of  yarn  is  not  encouraging. 
Trade  with  United  States — Declared  Exports. 

The  market  for  American  goods  in  this  district  is  not  promising 
so  far  as  direct  importing  is  concerned.  With  the  present  industrial 
depression  reducing  purchasing  poAver  and  with  tifinsportation  facili- 
ties impeded,  the  prospects  offered  American  manufacturers  are  any- 
thing but  attractive. 

Under  the  conditions  the  decrease  in  exports  from  St.  Gall  to 
the  United  States  in  191G  was  surprisingly  small,  and  a  very  much 
greater  decline  is  predicted  for  1917.  The  articles  showing  the 
largest  decreases  are  cotton  embroidery  schiffli,  $830,201:  cotton  laces 
schiffli,  $157,008;  and  figured  and  dotted  Swisses,  $112,988. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  declared  values  of  the  articles 
invoiced  at  the  St.  Gall  consulate  for  the  United  States  and  the 
Philippines  in  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 


TO  UNTTEn  STATES. 

Appenzcll  soocls 

Bolting  cloth 

Cheese 

Collars,  robes,  liiouses,  etc 

Cotton  cloth,  pliin 

Curtains 

Embroideries: 

Artificial  silk 

Cotton  — 

Hand  machine . . . 
Schiffli 

Kilo  (imperfections) . . 

Gegauf,  tucks 

Handkerchiefs 

Laces,  cotton: 

Hand  machine 

Schiffli 

Laces  and  trimmings,  silk . ... 


511,952 
142.  .504 
46, 572 
257,302 
591.964 
322, 123 

113,7^9 

410,741 

,110,241 

60,017 

6,815 

446, 249 

,36.108 

,227,315 

8,201 


1916 


S46, 4SS 
191,  706 


312, 704 
444,923 
473, 430 

135,929 

403, 181 

3,280,040 

32,109 

8,770 
687, 297 

33, 776 

1,070,307 

11,785 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  ST.VTES — Contd 

Machines  and  parts 

Paper  and  tags 

Swisses,  figured  and  dotted 
Tidies,  pillow  shams,  scarfs 

Yarn,  cotton  and  silk 

All  other  articles 

Total 

TO  prni.ipriNE  isr.iNDS. 

Embroideries 

Laces 

Yarns,  cotton  and  silk 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1915 


$140, 445 
13, 143 

211,525 
19, 921 
42, 086 

175,  £93 


8,394,629 


83,163 
1,774 

13,969 
2, 920 

101,832 


1916 


3143,374 
14,726 
98, 537 
22,948 
588 
182, 421 


7,495,039 


36, 140 
14,633 


1,578 
52,351 
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